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become subservient to their views on the Communist
future of the world.

Lubanov mentioned during the course of con-
versation that he was determined to leave his
position and commence school-teaching again. At
the time I did not realise the full significance of the
statement.

He arranged for me to proceed to Leningrad
that evening and also spoke directly on the phone
to the President of the State Planning Institute
for U.S.S.R. in that city, giving instructions for a
man named Bardin to meet my son and me on our
arrival in Leningrad. The Wagons Lits which took
us from the Red capital was swift and comfortable,
and after an all-night journey we arrived at the
October Railway Terminus, only to find that neither
Bardm nor anyone else from the State Planning
Institute was there to meet us. Fortunately Jerome
had told us in such circumstances to go direct to
the Hotel Europa, where the manager, a charming
Russian of the old type, made us welcome. He
promptly escorted us to the best suite in the hotel,
impressing on us the fact that this was in accordance
with Government instructions.

We had just taken stock of our new surroundings
when to my surprise the door burst open and a big
man, six feet or more in height, broad, and with
enormous feet entered. Opening a big mouth to
display gold teeth, and wagging a huge head, he
demanded to know if I was Mr. Westgarth. Naturally
perturbed at his mode of entry, I did not reply,
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